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We are pleased to report that in 2013, the IVM-Fund successfully completed our second volcano 
monitoring support program in Guatemala. In March 2013, we delivered $4500 worth of 
scientific instruments and field equipment to support volcano monitoring work at Fuego Volcano 
Observatory (OVFGO) in southwestern Guatemala. During the year, we also raised sufficient 
funds to fully finance our due diligence follow-up effort at the Santiaguito Volcano Observatory 
(OVSAN), the site of our first program in 2011. In total, we raised $2400 in 2013. We used these 
funds to: 1) pay for delivery of equipment to Guatemala, 2) evaluate our ongoing program & 
identify volcano monitoring needs at OVSAN, and 3) purchase additional volcano monitoring 
equipment and supplies for OVSAN. 
 
In this annual report we summarize the activities, fundraising efforts, and expenditures of the 
IVM-Fund in 2013 as well as our plans for 2014. We would like to thank all of our donors who 
have been so generous in supporting our cause. We would especially like to thank the Geological 
Association of Canada Cordilleran Section for their ongoing and generous support. The IVM-
Fund looks forward to a productive 2014, which will include primarily fundraising, but also 
planning for our next volcano monitoring project in Guatemala ‒ support for the establishment of 
the Pacaya Volcano Observatory.  
 
We ask you to please spread the word about our efforts and invite others to support our cause. 
 
 
Review of 2013 Program Activities 

Guatemala Program 
This year we delivered on our second volcano monitoring support program in Guatemala. In a 
trip that took place March 19-24, 2013, we accomplished our two main goals. First, we delivered 
field equipment and volcano monitoring instruments, requested by Guatemalan scientists, to 
Fuego Volcano Observatory. Second, we performed a due-diligence evaluation of our first 
volcano monitoring support program at Santiaguito Volcano Observatory. Figure 1 shows a map 
of the route traveled in Guatemala. 
 
We are pleased to report that all of the equipment successfully arrived at the Fuego observatory 
(nothing broken in transit or seized by customs). We’re also happy to report that the personnel at 
OVSAN have been making excellent use of the field equipment and volcano monitoring 
instruments the IVM-Fund donated to them in 2011. Through our discussions with OVSAN 
personnel, while on-site, we identified additional equipment resources that they needed to 
continue their good work. After returning from Guatemala, the IVM-Fund purchased an 
additional $600 worth of new equipment which was hand-delivered to the OVSAN observers in 
April 2013 by an intermediary.  
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Figure 1. Perspective view of southwestern Guatemala showing the route traveled March 19-24, 2013. Santiaguito 
and Fuego volcanoes are identified as well as the two observatories visited (OVSAN and OVFGO). 

With our second program at Fuego now complete and a positive evaluation of our first program 
at Santiaguito, we conclude that the IVM-Fund’s support of volcano monitoring efforts in 
Guatemala has helped to significantly augment the capabilities of in-country scientists to observe 
and document activity at two of the three most active volcanoes in their country. Helping to build 
such volcano monitoring self-reliance is at the core of the IVM-Fund’s mission and we look 
forward to continuing our work in Guatemala. A complete report describing our March 2013 trip 
to Guatemala can be found on our website at: 

http://www.ivm-fund.org/wp-content/uploads/Report-on-IVM-Fund-trip-to-Guatemala-March-
19-24-2013.pdf 

 A complete list of all equipment delivered to OVFGO and OVSAN is included in the online 
report. 

 

Other 2013 Activities 

Google One Today 
In an effort to diversify our sources of funding, we tried a free fundraising service for non-profits 
from Google called One Today. In short, the service employs an "app" and the power of social 
networking to raise money for our cause $1 at a time. We created custom IVM-Fund content for 
the Google One Today “app” describing a fundraising effort to install a webcam at Fuego 
Volcano Observatory (see Figure 2).  
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Figure 2. Image of the Fuego volcano fundraising "app" created by the IVM-Fund on Google One Today. 

Before we could raise much money, the USGS Volcano Disaster Assistance Program teamed up 
with Michigan Technological University to do just what we were proposing. A webcam was 
installed at OVFGO in February 2014. Images from the webcam can be viewed at: 
http://ovfuego-norte.geo.mtu.edu/. We’re quite pleased that our Guatemalan colleagues now 
have a webcam to help them monitor Fuego volcano. It appears that we hit upon a good idea! 
 
Report on Good Use of IVM-Fund Equipment at Fuego Volcano 
In October 2013, we received a report from Rüdiger Escobar Wolf of Michigan Technological 
University describing measurements he and our Guatemalan colleagues conducted at Fuego 
volcano using equipment provided by the IVM-Fund. The equipment was used to make 
measurements of the seasonal downstream flow of recently deposited volcanic material (e.g. ash, 
pumice, lava). This volcanic debris forms mudflows during the annual rainy season in 
Guatemala. Such mudflows pose a significant risk to towns and infrastructure (i.e. roads and 
bridges) that lie downstream. The full report can be found on our website at:  

http://www.ivm-fund.org/wp-content/uploads/OVFGO_INSIVUMEH_Report_26Oct2013.pdf 

We are glad that the equipment that has been provided by our generous donors is being put to 
good use. 
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Summary of Fundraising in 2013 
 In 2013, the IVM-Fund raised a total of US$2,374 
 Twelve private donations raised US$2,312 
 Revenue from Google One Today brought in US$23 
 Profits from T-shirt sales raked in US$39 

 

Summary of Expenditures in 2013 
 US$2,362 spent on the purchase and delivery of volcano monitoring equipment to 

Guatemala 
 Unspent funds in the IVM-Fund bank account at the end of 2013 amount to US$2,103 

 

Targeted Fundraising Initiatives for 2014  

More Google One Today 
Following the success of the USGS/Michigan Tech collaboration to install a webcam at OVFGO, 
our Google One Today efforts will now shift to raising funds to purchase a webcam for 
Santiaguito Volcano Observatory. If we find continued success with fundraising through Google 
One Today, we may initiate additional fundraising projects through this program. 

 

Program Initiatives for 2014 

Recently, the IVM-Fund has been in communication with our Guatemalan partners to participate 
in a collaborative effort to establish the Pacaya Volcano Observatory. As you may know, Pacaya 
is the third of Guatemala's most active and dangerous volcanoes. Indeed, it erupted in 2010 
shutting down Guatemala's international airport for a week. Today, no dedicated volcano 
observatory exists to monitor Pacaya. We hope to help change that. Our primary efforts in 2014 
will be fundraising to support this new initiative at Pacaya volcano. Please help us achieve that 
goal. 

 

 
Thank you all for your continued support! 
 
Best regards, 

 
 
 
 

Jeff Witter 
President and CEO 
International Volcano Monitoring Fund 
An Extraprovincial Society of British Columbia and U.S. tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization   
 
 


